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DISCOURSE. 


MARK xut. 7. 
AND WHEN YE SHALL HEAR OF WARS, AND RUMOURS OF WARS, 
RE YE NOT TROUBLED ; FOR SUCH THINGS MUST NEEDS BE. 


W an is justly considered as one of the 
most distressing evils, in the whole catalogue of human 
woes. It is only to be resorted to, when all other honour- 
able means of redress prove ineffectual. On the other 
hand, peace is one of the most lovely and desirable of all 
earthly blessings ; but it should be remembered, that 
even this, like gold, may be purchased too dear. That 
peace, which can be secured only by the loss of liberty, 
by degradation of character, or at the expense of national 
honour, is too inglorious to “be desired. 

The experience of all nations teaches us, that if we 
would avoid aggression, we must be prepared to repel it. 
Tf we would calculate upon peace, our enemies must be 
convinced that we are able to chastise their insolence, 
should they dare to insult us. 

In order, however, as much as in us lieth to live peace- 
ably with all men, our conduct towards them should be 
governed by the immutable principles of justice. But 
the most scrupulous discharge of national obligations is, 
in many instances insufficient to secure peace. Justice 
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and national honour are but feeble barriers in the way of 
avarice and ambition. 

From the days of Nimrod, that ‘ mighty hunter,’ to 
the present, the nations of the earth have been per- 
petually agitated with the rumours of war. This will 
probably continue to be the case, while men remain what 
they now are. 

Can jt be considered as a mark of either prudence or 

‘fortitude, to be wholly indifferent to danger ? to disre- 
gard the alarms of war, and, under the most threatning 
eat our swords into plough- 


appearances, to proceed to ‘b 
uning hooks’ ? Is the doc- 


shares, and our spears into pr 
trine of non-resistance to be jnculcated and enforced, by 


the terrors of divine displeasure 2 If indeed Be be sinful 
on any occasion to resist unto blood, then nothing remains 
but to put. our necks quietly under ais yoke of our op- 
pressors, and bear with tame submission every degrading 
insult. 

Tt will be recollected, that our text is a part of the Sa- 
viour’s reply ‘to the disciples, respecting the destruction of 
the temple. As they were noticing the beautiful stones 
laid in the foundation of that sacred edifice, he informed 
them, that it would hereafter be so effectually demolished, 
that not one stone should be left upon another. They 
concluded, that this could not take place, 
national distress. Hence they 
very anxiously inquired of their Lord, when these things 
should be 2 and what sign should give the friendly warn- 
ing? To which, Jesus answered, ‘ Take heed lest any 
man deceive yous for many shall come in my name, 
saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive many > and when 
ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of wars, be ye not 


very naturally 
but amidst the greatest 


C 


woibled? As if-he had ‘said, Let not your fears ‘be un- 
reasonably alarmed, as though these events were ominous 
of the dissolution of all things; zhese things must needs 
be, but the end is not yet. . 

To guard them, on the other hand, against a total indif- 
ference to their own safety, he gave them a sign, which 
would mark the approach of this fatal catastrophe with as 
much certainty, as the fig-tree putting forth her leaves 
announces the approach of summer. ‘ When,’ saith he, 
¢ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not ; (proba- 
bly alluding to the Roman armies.) Then know, that itis 
evenat the door. ‘Then let them that be in Judea flee to 
the mountains,’ &c. Intimating, that their only safety 
would be in flight: for the unerring voice of prophecy 
had announced the destruction of that nation. Resistance, 
therefore, would have been little short of madness.’ But 
shall we from hence conclude, that other nations, not un- 
der the malediction of prophecy, must fold their arms in 
security; when menaced with the rumours of war 2 No 
inference could be more unnatural, or more destructive of 
national honour and independence. f 

Would we wish to avoid the calamities which other na- 
tions are now suffering : then let us cherish those patri- 
otic and religious principles, which led to the establish- 
ment of our national independence. This is the only ra- 
tional prospect of lengthening out our own tranquillity. If 
we are only faithful to ourselves, we have nothing to fear 
from others. Should half the world around us be’ in arms, 
confiding in the Carraxy of our salvation, we need not 
be troubled. Wemay still hope to sit under our own vine 
and fig-tree, and none be able to make us afraid. 
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In further prosecuting our subject, we shall briefly sug. 
_ gest a few things; which appear indispensably necessary, in 
order to render a nation tranquil. and safe amidst the ru. 
mours of ware 
And rirst ; a well organized, efficient government, is 
of primary importance to the safety of a people. Without 
such an establishment, they would be always liable to the 
intrigues and insults ofan enemy. This was the case of 
the ill-fated inhabitants of Laish, recorded in sacred histo. 
ry-* Itis said, ¢ They dwelt careless, after the manner 
of the Zidonians.’? They were quiet and secure ;’ not 
in the least apprehensive of danger, though at the very mo- 
ment the men of Dah wete exploring their country, and 
marking its inhabitants for destruction. Had these spies 
been detected, we are told ‘ there was no magistrate in the 
land that might put them to shame in any thing.” As 
there was no tribunal of justice, so neither was there any 
ce to oppose such as might think j¢ 


regular military for f om ! 
thejr interest to invade them. They hence fell an easy 


prey to their enemies. 
A government, to be safe, must also be éstablished up- 


on equitable principles ; securing the rights, and protect. 
ing the persons and. é; 
munity. It must neither be tdo weal, tier too despotick. 
The former would be incapable of protecting itself or the 
people, and would consequently be casily subverted and 
Hirown into confusion : while the latter, by an undue ex- 
efcise of power, would become oppressive, by which 
means the people would be -driven to wsurrection and 
Fevolt. 

Our old confederation was an experiment of the former, 


And although it succeeded far beyond what could. haye 
* Judges xvill. 7. 


privileges of every class of the com. 
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been reasonably expected, yet probably in any other 
country, or even in this, at any other period; it would have 
been utterly incapable of preserving order and tranquillity 
for any considerable length of time. -Who can seriously 
reflect on the innumerable dangers we so narrowly escaped, 
during this kind of Amphyction league, without shudder- 
ing at the review ? It seems little short of a miracle, that, 
with such means, we should be able to raise, feed, and 
clothe an army, sufficient to resist the operations and hum- 
ble the pride of one of the most powerful, warlike nations 
of Europe! Especially when we consider, that our high- 
est national authority could not give the force of law to a 
single act! Had the salvation of their country depended 
on the adoption of any particular measure, the utmost they 
could do, was only to recommend it! Thanks to a 
guardian Providence, which protected us, during those 
days of peril, from the insidious designs of our enemies to 
divide us, and from fatal jealousies and discord among 
ourselves. 

Nor does an absolute, despotich government bid fairer to 

yemain tranquil, while the rumours of war are shaking 
surrounding nations. 
What interest can a people be supposed to feel in sup- 
porting a government, which places everything, which 
they hold dear, at the disposal of a single despot ? “Or 
what would such a people have to fear from revolution ? 
Almost any change might better their condition : it could 
hardly be made worse, 

Of all others, we should suppose that that government, 
which results from the deliberate choice of the people, 
and which is so organized.as to give it sufficient stability 
gnd strength for its own protection ; and, at the same 
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time to secure to the people as great a degree of liberty as 
consists with the safety of the whole, would be most likely 
to be permanent and tranquil. Such, my brethren, ‘is 
the present happy constitution by which our nation is 
governed. May no unhalldwed hand ever attempt to im- 
pair its energies, or to change its essential principles. 
Seconp; it is also necessary to the tranquillity of a 


nation, that the administration of government be commit- 


ted to the hands of faithfal men. To persons, in whose 
wisdom, patriotism, and integrity the publick mind can 
Tepose entire corifidence. 

Should we ever depart from the pure principles of our 
virtuous ancestors, and publick sentiment so far degener- 
ate, as that the most important stations should be filled 
with either weak, or unprincipled and ‘designing men, all 
publick confidence would be destroyed, and scenes of dis- 
cord and confusion ensue. 

When the infinite Jehovah has seen fit to scourge a 
Sinful nation, he has generally done it by means of wick- 
€d rulers, Hence it is said, ‘ when the wicked bear rule, 
the people moum.? Such as have any regard for the 

onour of God, or the welfare of their fellow men, whe 
feel adepressure of spirit, should they see the great m- 
tetests of the nation committed to such hands. 

th countries, where titles are hereditary, and a man 
Claims a right to rule only because he happened to de- 
Scend from some sceptered ancestor, the people are less 
blamable, if those in authority are incapable, either from 
the want of intellect or goodness; but in an elective re- 
Publick, where fitness of character is regarded 5 where 
talents and integrity ought ever to be considered as the 
only Passport to honourable stations ; a people must be 
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given up to an infatuation bordering on madness, whe. 
would yoluntarily choose such men to rule over them. 

How could a nation be otherways than troubled, when 
menaced with the rumours of war, if they. were conscious 
that their government was in the hands of either weak, or 
designing men ? For while the former, with, good inten- 
tions might ruin them, for the want of wisdom and firm- 
ness; the latter, to gratify their avarice and ambition, 
might betray them into the hands of their enemies. 

Should the period ever come,..God forbid that it-may ! 
when zhe vilest men shall be exalted, it must be expected, 
that zhe wicked, with an unblushing insolence, wil] swalz 
on every side: _ On the other haud, how happy: musta 
people be, who are blessed with wise and faithful rulers ; 
¢ whose noBLES are of themselves, and whose covERrn- 
our proceeds from the midst of them’ ; ‘who always act 
under this solemn impression, when selecting a candidate 
for office, that. ‘he, that ruleth over men, must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God.’ In such rulers of their own 
appointing, they can place unlimited confidence. Under 
their peaceful shade, a nation may safely repose. They 
will rest assured, that nothing, which is essential to their 
safety and prosperity, which human wisdom can foresce, 
will be neglected. We add, ‘ 

Turrpiy : That in order for a nation to remain tran- 
quil, and not be troubled by the rumours of war, it must 
be placed in a suitable posture of defence. This can 
never be fully effected, unless a part of its citizens are 
trained to the use of arms. Where a standing army is 
not kept, it becomes more indispensably necessary, that the 
most vigorous and active part of the community, suc 
men as are able to go forth to the war, should be em- 
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bodied, placed under the direction of proper officers, and 
instructed in the knowledge of military tacticks. 

_ Like a wise Statesman, when the government of Israel 
had devolved on David, his first attention was directed to 
the means of publick safety. This was at a time, when 
their army had just been defeated on mount Gilboa. In 
this engagement Saul, their commander in chief, and 
Jonathan, his son, had fallen among the slain. Upon this 
melancholy occasion David pronounced one of the most 
sublime, pathetick elegies recorded in ancient history. As 
a man of genuine valour, who regarded his country’s 
honour, he was not less affected, that THE SHIELD oF 
Saw, WHICH HAD BEEN ANOINTED, WAS VILELY 
east Away, than that the beauty of Israel was slain 

upon their high places. : 

In contemplating this piece of sacred poetry, we are at 

a loss, whether most to admire the magnanimity of David, 
in weeping over his fallen enemy ; or his wisdom and 
prudence, at this critical moment, in attempting to raise 
the spirits of a vanquished army, by giving orders zo teach. 
the children of Judah the use of the bow.* 

It will at the same time he readily acknowledged, that 
war is a dreadful calamity, and, in one of the parties, must 
always spring from their lusts. It is hence considered by 
some, as wholly irreconcileable with moral justice, with 
humanity, and benevolence. All this will be readily 
admitted with regard to the aggressor ; but is by no means 
applicable to the injured parrty, who acts on the principle 
of self-defence. 

Thou shalt not killt is a prohibition of the divine law. 
Bue, with regard to the aggressor, the law reads thus ; 


Whoso sheddeth’ man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
* 2 Sam. i. 18. + Exod. xx. 13. 
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be shed.* Tn one of these instances, taking away the li 
of'a fellow creature is a most/heinous crime ; in the other, 
a duty, commanded by God himself. This leads us toa 
natural and plain distinction between a just, and an unjust 
war. To this point was that very spirited and correct 
sentiment, anciently delivered ‘by a young ‘Prince> of 
Sweden, when his’ kingdom was invaded by the’ Danes. 


“While his principal counsellors of state were consulting 


‘what measures to take, he rose and thus addressed them - 
«Tam resolved’ never to enter upon an unjust war; and 
never to ‘put an énd to a just one, but in the destruction 
of my enemies.’ 

That war was considered lawful by the Jewish dispen- : 
$ation, we presume’ Will not be denied :- But if the doc- 
trine of resistance be incompatible with the religion of 
Christ, we shall readily acknowledge that one or the other 
must be given up. That some have been conscientiously 
opposed to war on ahy occasion, we shall not pretend to 
dispute. A few of the most popular objections Will’ be 
briefly noticed. > 

1. It is objected, that Christ taught his disciples ¢ zv Jove 
their enemies, to bless them, and to pray for them,’} &c. 

In order to ascertain the true meaning of this passage, 
it is important to know, who are intended by the term 
“enemies? ? Did Jesus mean such as were in arms, 
Spreading desolation and death ? or did he mean private, 
personal enemies ? We undoubtedly think the latter. S¢, 
Paul’s words, in his Epistle to the Romans, are of the 
game import 5 and are thought to bea comment on the 
above. ‘ If? saith he, ‘ thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him drink: for in so dog, thou shalt 


* Gen. ix. 6. + Matt. v. 44. 
B 
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heapicoals: of fire on his head.’* Here, it) is plain, the 
Apostle meant private, personal enethies, and not/such as 
were injarms : for his object was, to inculcate the duties 
of meekness and peace on believers;, and to caution them 
against private revenge. But if the words of our Lord 
are to be understood inthe most) unqualified sense, as an 
absolute prohibition to resist a publick enemy, when armed 
with the instruments of death ;. then we must neither pro- 
tect ourselves, nor our friends, should it be indisputably in 
our power. No ; should an armed force, ever_so despi- 
cable, come against us, and cut off our retreat, though we 
might easily prevent their mischief, if permitted to defend 
ourselyes ; yet, instead of this, we must abandon our fee- 
ble, aged parents, our wives, and our helpless infants, to 
their brutal barbarity ! Yes, we must stand and see them 
butchered, without even lifting a finger in their defence ! 
Yea more, should our enemies become faint in performing 
their work of destruction, we must feed them, and. exhil- 
irate their spirits with drink ! Is it possible, that the 
words of our Divine Redeemer are to be construed ina 


light, so contrary to the dictates of reason ? so subversive . 


of the very first law of nature ? 

2. Christ said to Peter in the garden, ‘Put up thy 
sword again into its place ; forall they that take the swore, 
shall perish with the sword.’t 

Upon this we observe + the scriptures must always be 
construed, so-as to correspond with facts. Can it be made 
to appear, that every man, who has drawn his. sword in de- 
fence of his country, has in any proper sense perished by 
or with the sword 2. If not, then itis plain; the words 
must admit of some other meaning. - After critically ex- 


amining the passage, I find nothing which bids fairer to be 
* Rom, sii. 20. + Matt. xxvi, 2, 
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the true sense, than the following : * All they that take the 
sword, unauthorized, to resist lawful authority, must ex- 
pect to'perish in'the attempt,-or be brought, in some wary, 
to suffer‘for their temerity? This sense appears’ to We 
supported by the various circumstances, recordéd throu gh: 
out the whole trancaction!*7 

3. A third objection to’ bearing arms is taken: from 
Christ’s reply to Pilate: © My kingdom is not of this 
world ; if my kingdom were of this world, ther would my 
subjects fight, that Ishould not be delivered to the Jews.’ 

This passage speaks 'so plainly for itself, that we can 
hardly see how it can be inisunderstood. The fact is, 
Jesus was accused of setting up'a kingdom, which his 
enemies pretended was hostile to the interests of Czesar, 
Hence they argued with Pilate in this way : ‘ If thou let- 
test this man go, thou art not Cesar’s friend.’ 

For the honour of his religion, Jesus condescended to 
vindicate himself from every thing, which bore the ap. 


* Before Jesus left the chamber, where he had been cclebrating the 
aschal feast with his disciples, he gave them the following order: * He 
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.” Upon which the 
disciples replied : ¢ Lord, here are two swords, and he said unto them, it 
js enough.” By this reply, it seems there were two swords in the company, 
previous to Christ’s giving the above order. We are at a loss, for what ren 
on they carried these swords, unless for self-defence, should they be attack- 
ed by robbers, thieves, or assassins, It further appears, that it was not the 
jntention of Christ, that they should defend his person by the sword, if 
arrested by legal authority : for, had it been, he probably would not have 
said, that two swords were enough, as there were at least eleven men, capa. 
ble of bearing arms. 

When Jesus was arrested, Peter said, ‘ Lord, shall I smite with the 
word? But, without waiting for an answer, he aimed a blow at the ser. 
yant of the high-priest, and.cut off his ear. He was ordered to desist an 
assured by his Master, that, had he chose to be rescued out of the hands of 

his enemies, legions of angels were at his command, 

It must also be observed, that the traitor had procured from the Sanhedrim 
a band of armed men, with their officers, in order to arrest Jesus and cay 
him before @ legal tribunal. The Saviour, though Lord of all, as he inet 
assumed no temporal dominion, would not suffer among his disciples an ex 
ample of resistance to lawful authority, eyen though it were in vindication 
of his own person. 


} John avili. 36 
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pearance of,treason. What hast thou done? said Pilate, 
(meaning undoubtedly against Cesar). To which Jesus 
replied, ‘ My kingdom is not of this world.” - As, if, he 
had said, ‘I do not deny that I.am setting up a kingdom, 
but it is a spiritual one, and does not in the least militate 
with the rights of civil government. If my kingdom were 
of this. world; then would my servants fight in detence 
of my person and. /cause- But as no attempt. has been 
made on the part of my followers to rescue me from the 
hands of my enemies, except one rash blow, given with- 
out my orders, and for which I have made ample amends, 
by healing the wounded person, you have the fullest 
proof, that I have no designs hostile to civil establish. 
ments.2 After this candid defence, Pilate declared; that 


he found ‘no fault in him.’ ‘e 

It appears from this statement, that it was not the in- 
tention of Christ, that his religion should be either propa- 
gated or defended by the sword. It also appears, that as 
christians are not only members of the church of Christ, 
but are also members of the civil community, which is of 
this world, they may lawfully bear arms in defence of the 
latter, though not of the former. 

There are other objections of less moment, but we have 
not time particularly to notice them. On the other hand, 
we can mention only a few of the many direct proofs, 
which the New. Testament is thought to afford in favour 
of bearine arms. We consider John the baptist, Jesus 
Christ himself, and the apostles, as-having all given coun- 
tenance to the practice. gait 3 

Among others, who came to John to be instructed, we 
are told, «The soldiers also demanded of him, saying, 
and what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do 
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yiolence to-na,.man;.;neither aceuse any falsely ; and-be 
content with, your wages.?* 

A candid mind, we should suppose, would not con- 
clude,, that;-by telling them zo do xo violence, he_meant 
to forbid them doing. their duty, if called to, action. ., For, 
to abide in the service in which) they were enlisted, and 
be content ;to receive. wages for.it, and not do their duty, 
would, be to act fraudulently. The design of the Baptist 
was-evidently to caution them against a vice too common 
among the soldiers of. a standing army, of offering insult 
and violence to private citizens, among whom they are 


quartered. If this were not his-meaning, why should he 


exhort them to be content with their wages? He well 
knew the profession of a soldier » and had he considered 
it as incompatible with the genuine spirit of the gospel, 
we should ‘suppose he would have advised to an immedi- 
ate abandonment of the service; rather than have exhorted 
them to be content with their wages. They might have 
made a plea of conscience, in order to get clear; for a 
man ought never to abide contentedly in a wicked calling, 
Iet his wages.be what they may. 

We next notice the conduct and testimony of Christ, 
with respect to a centurion, who sent to him to come and 
heal his servant, ‘This instance seems to prove, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, that the Saviour did not disapprove of 
the profession of arms, While Jesus was coming, we 
are told he received this message from the centurion : 
‘Lord, trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest come under my roof; but say in a word, and 
my. servant shall be healed. . For I also am a man set un- 
der authority, having soldiers under me.’ 

. * Luke ij. 14, { 
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This candid acknowledgment of ‘his profession of arnis 
made 4 fair opening for reproof, in case he were deserving 
of it. And as Jesus is styled the FAITHFUL AND TRUE 
Witness, we must suppose he would certainly have’ re- 
proved the centurion for his unlawful profession, had’ he 
deemed it to be'such. ‘This, however, was-not the case ; 
there is not a word to be found, which: bears’ this aspect’s 
but, on the contrary, he gave: the following ‘most honour! 
able testimony to the character of this’ christian soldier : 
*I say unto you, [have not fouhd so great faith, no, not 
in Israel.’ ats ; 

Among the first fruits of the gospel in the gentile 
world, after the death of Christ, we also recognise with 
pleasure another military character. Cornelius, a céntur- 
rion of the Italian band, holds an honourable rank Among 
the primitive christians. 

There is indeed an unusual solemnity attached to the 
whole of this account. It is said of Cornelius, that his 
prayers and his alms came up as a memorial before God. 
(Then it seems, that the profession of arms is not incom- 
patible with a spirit of devotion). An angel was sent to 
direct him where to apply for instruction. At the same 
time, the mind of Peter was prepared by a vision from 
heaven, to go with the men. When they were come to 
the house, the centurion, after assigning his reasons for 
sending, thus addressed the apostle: ‘Ni ow therefore are 
we all here present before God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God.’ Peter immediately proceeded 
to preach Jess Christ : asserting, that he was the true 
Messiah ; that he had been slain and was risen again from, 
the dead. He declared him to be Lord of all, and that 
he was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and 
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dead ; that whosoever should belieye in him would re- 
ceive remission of sins. This was the sum of his dis- 
course... The. happiest effects followed :, for while he 
spake, the Holy. Ghost gave witness to;the word of truth, 


and sealed it-upon the hearts of his audience... 


In the whole of this transaction we see not a word of 
reproof, to the centurion respecting his profession as a-sol- 
dier!. We hence conclude, it was not deemed unlawful 
for him to abide in that profession. _ - = 

Had Peter been as much opposed to bearing arms as 
have been in later times, it is thought, the centurion 
escaped without .the severest reproof. 
And inasmuch as he had told the apostle, that he.was ywait- 
: I ar ALL THINGS commanded him of: God, and, as 
ing oer oof, we conclude Peter had no command 


no reproof, 3 Sits 
B : hee ate account of the unlawfulness of, his pro- 
ae The want of time forbids our enlarging further 


-_ nart of the subject. 
a ees in the FouRTH and last place to.say, That 


all our preparations for defence can never render us either 
safe or happy) Without an unshaken trust and confidence 
an God “« Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 


in yain.? 
waketh but 1n vail 
This consideration, however, should not lead us torelax 


our exertions, or neglect such means, as God has: put in 
our powel- It would be as angonsistent to preead to rely 
on the Lord to protect us, without employing suitable 
means of defence, as it would to rely on him to build ps 
houses, Without our employing artizans to Poo the 
work : for itis also said, ‘ Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it.’ There would be 
no more absurdity, we conceive, in neglecting to provide 


some 
would not have ¢s 
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imaterials, or to employ workmen fo build | a’ house, “and 
yet expect to be provided with oné,’ than’ neeléct ’ the 
necessary means of ‘defence in’ guarding the publick safety, 
and Yet expect to’ be protected. The fret in both cases is, 
We must use the wateaaty a rely" on the* ‘Lord to" succéed 
them: J FLT 2103 tes & i 
Some réason on the Subject, as! if évery preparation for 
defende were a direct advance towards a State of hostilities. 
They hence consider, that to build armed ‘vessels, to for- 
tify our harbours, or to tmarshal and discipline’ our ‘troops, 
may be construed aS an implicit déclaration of wir. ‘Tt is 
conceived they might, With as much” propriety, ‘charge a 
man, who'should pridently erect a rod’ upon his house 
to’ puard’ it from? the effects of lightning, that hé Was de. 
‘fying the attitlery of heaven, ‘and impiously Waging War 
with the dlouds. ‘It is'so far from being ittpious, or iin. 
proper, to euard against danger, and to use the means that 
God has furnished for our defence, that he, who neglects 
them, must in some sense be ecg lt for all the con. 
sequences that follow. | sis 

‘Tt was in this way, in the diligent Use of; means, our fer 
thers tristed in God, and were delivered. Every page 
of our history, from their landing at Plymouth, to the es- 
tablishment of our ational government, is marked with 
Signal interpositions of divine providence. 

During our late revolutionary contést, did we not, 
in the most solemn manner, appeal to the sovereign Arbiter 
of all events, for the decision of our cause ? Did we not 
Set up our banners in the name of the Lord ? and did we 
not publickly and solemmly acknowledge his holy hand, in 
crowning our efforts with victory and peace ? Were we 
not ready to exclaim, with the holy psalmist, « Blessed be 
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the Lord my strength, who teacheth my hands to war, and 
my fingers to fight.’ 7 

Conscious of our resources asa nation, we have need 
of being cautioned against becoming vain in our own 
strength, and so cast off our confidence in God. Should 
this ever be the case, we must expect to feel his chastising 
rod, until we are either brought to repentance, or destroy- 
ed. Let us then, like David, resolve, that while ‘ others 
trust in chariots and horses, we will remember the name 
of the Lord our God.’ ‘ For he is a buckler and a shield 
to all who put their trust in him.’ Me His pame in all ages 
has been a_ strong tower, into which the righteous ran, 
ae Ries: briefly tracing our subject, we have brought 
to view the main pillars, 00 which publick eet can re- 
pose, we shall individually fee] the impor' an Pata 
ing every thing, which has a tendency to uni eh ie 
destroy them. So Jong as our Constitutions are preserv 


ty, and integrity, are ap- 
inviolate, ; of talents, piety, 
ileal so long may we hope, that 


£ our peace will be like a river, >and our tranquillity “per: 


manent and aninterrupted. 
Should the time actually : arrive 
invaded, and the rumours of 
long as we remain united, and co! invéasts oh oun 
and patriotick gentiments, which fired the breasts o our 
verierable sires, we have little to fear from any nation on 
earth. But shoul id we by our transgressions provoke the 
Laionn sats give us up toa spirit of jealousy and 
discord ; or should we appoint such men to be our rulers, 
as neither fear God, nor regard the persons or rights of 


others’; we must then expect to see the 2 dra of faction 
c 


e, when our rights shall be 
war become real; yet so 
dially cherish those pious 
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rearing its frightful head, and with /i/ty tongues spreading 
anarchy and confusion through this peaceful land.. If we 
would wish to ayoid these calamities, we must walk in the 
good old paths of virtue and holiness, and be followers of 
them who through faith and patience are gone to inherit 
the promises. 

Although to enjoy unmolested the rights of conscience 
was a, primary object with the first adventurers to New- 
England, yet they knew, that the establishment of social 
order was essential to the preservation of these rights. 
They considered magistracy as an ordinance of God ; and 
that the right to govern can only be derived from the goy- 
erned. Hence, in the true spirit of our republican system, 
they. appointed all their own officers- ’ 

Ata later period, when. their charter rights were viola- 
ted, and governours not of their own choice were imposed 
on them, they submitted for conscience-sake only, and 
from a principle of loyalty to their acknowledged sover- 
eign. These sentiments were indeed borne down, but 
never subdued. The great body of the people remained 
unchanged in principle. 

Among the many valuable institutions, which remain 
4s monuments cf the,wisdom and patriotism of our fore- 
fathers, the establishment of a Military Academy is by 
No means one of the least beneficial. 

The Ancient anp HonourasreE ARTILLERY 
Company, whose anniversary we this day celebrate, may 
be considered as a complete specimen of the sentiments of 
those early times.¥ In the Constitution of this company, 
which has remained unchanged, even by our revolution 
itself, may be seen in miniature the genuine principles of 
arepublick. Here the elective franchise (the very primum 

* It is 180 years since its institution. 
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mobile in the republican system) is enjoyed in the fullest 
extent. Here, when a gentleman has commanded during 
the term for which he was appointed, he thinks it no degra- 
dation to return again into the ranks, and, in his turn, be 
commanded by a brother, equally capable and brave as 
himself. é 

Another important sentiment is established by the con. 

stant usage of this company. It has been their practice 

-from their first constitution, on their anniversary for the 
choice of officers, to repair to the altar of God, (not, like 
the son of Hamilcar, to swear perpetual enmity to the Ein- 
glish, or to the French, or to any other nation, but) to 
acknowledge their dependence on the Supreme Ruler of 
nations, and toimplore his pardon and benediction. This 
example is worthy the attention of all military men. 

We congratulate you, gentlemen, on the high reputa- 
tion your Association continues to merit. As you have 
been distinguished by the special patronage of the govern- 
ment, we confidently look up to you for an example of all 
those civick and military virtues, which adorn the citizen. 
soldier. 

We persuade ourselves, that your arms will not be per- 
mitted to rust, even in times of profound peace : and 
should any emergency of your country call you to scenes 
of real danger, we doubt not, you will convince the world, 
that the brave spirit of your ancestors still lives in their 
sons. 

If any thing were necessary to stimulate your minds to 
aspire to the highest pitch of military excellence, you 
would need only to recollect your high ancestry ;...to bear 
4n mind, that you are Americans ;...that you live in the 
same.age, and are citizens of the same country that gave 
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pirth toa WASHINGTON  ...that Warren, Monigons- 
ery, Greene, and Mercer, were your elder brothers. 
These, with many others, having faithfully discharged the 
services assigned them, are enrolled on the list of worthies, 
and an honourable niche awarded them in the temple of 
fame. : 

Gentlemen, accept our best wishes, that you may long 
enjoy the confidence and esteem oi your fellow citizens, 
and receive their cheerful testimony, that ‘ you continue 
to deserve well of your country.’ Above all, that you 
may enlist under the great Captain of salvation, and be 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ ; that you may ‘ war a good 
warfare,’ and, obtaining a complete victory over every sin 
and temptation, be finaliy made more than conquerors, 
through the blood of the Lamb. 

In concluding this subject, you will permit me, my 
fellow-citizens, to exhort you steadfastly to adhere to 
those patriotick and pious sentiments, which have been 
the stability of former times. You daily ear of wars, 
and rumours of wars: Nation is rising against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. Events of infinite mag- 
nitude are taking place among the nations of the earth. 
The thrones of kings are tottering under them ; govern- 
ments of every name and nature are subverted and over- 
thrown.’ One dynasty after another is swept away and 
eXtinguished, and the ancient landmarks of the people re- 
moved. ¢ This rolling world is plundered and snatched 
from hand to hand.’ Ought we not then'to guard, with 
more than ordinary vigilance; the sacred temple of our libs 
erties 2. To indulge a state of total supineness, 20 sucha 
momentous crisis, would betray a criminal indifference to 
our sbest interests, and’to the future happiness of posterity: 
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Reflect, I beseech you, my countrymen, on the con- 
yulsed state of the old world.. Behold Europe, like the 
top of Aitna, involved in dark, portentous clouds :. scarce- 
ly array of light is to be perceived in the whole circle of 
her political horizon, but what gleams from the lurid cor- 
yuscations of the embattled field ! Pause, and meditate a 
moment on the dreadful ravages of war! As if commis- 
sioned to take peace from the earth, yast hordes of infu- 
riated men are pouring forth from every crater of destruc. 
tion, and, like rivers of burning lava, are runping in all 
directions, marking their progress with desolation and 
death ! 

From these horrid scenes of havock and misery, at 
sight of which humanity turns pale and virtue weeps, cast 
your eyes upon your native shores. Behold this happy 
land, like the ancient city of Zion, a quiet habitation ; ‘ not 
one of her cords broken, nor.one of her stakes removed.’ 

Driven from every other quarter of the globe, liberty 
and peace have here fixed their last, may heayen grant it 
to be their permanent abode. Happy America! ‘ mayst 
thou know in this day the things, that belong to thy 
peace !? Remember what thy freedom cost thee, and 
never barter away thy birth-right for the gilded toys of 
royalty. 

The fate of other republicks furnishes a most solemn 
and instructive lesson for us, if we will receive it. Where 
are those mighty republicks, so famed in ancient history 2 
Where are those once flourishing and free states of 
Greece ?. They are gone with the years beyond the flood! 
‘The causes which accelerated their ruin are faithfully re 
corded |by their own historians. A love of inglorious 
ease, accompanied by an unbounded rage for amusements, 
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iveakened those manly and noble energies, which had long 
distinguished the Athenian citizens, After being cor- 
rupted by the oboli of PERr1cLeEs, they meanly exchang- 
ed their privileges for ‘ pecuniary gratifications.? Thus 
degraded, ‘ they were no longer those Athenians, who, 
when menaced by a deluge of barbarians, demolished 
their houses to build ships. with the timber, and whose 
women stoned the abject wretch to death, who proposed 
to appease the grand monarch by a tribute of homage.’* 

In our own times, monarchy has swallowed up all the 
republicks in Europe ; and, like the insatiable grave, 
saith not, it is enough. We are, my countrymen, the 
only republick in existence, deserving the name ; and al- 
ready has imagination seen the fair fabrick of your national 
glory tumbled in the dust, and your political career termi- 
nated. Already has she seen the demon of discord, like 
some baleful comet, spreading terror and dismay from St. 
Croix to the Missisippi ! She has seen the northern and 
southern interests set at variance. action arising out of 
faction, and insurrection following insurrection, until gov- 
ernment is entirely subverted by anarchy and misrule. 
During this state of confusion, she has seen an aspiring 
demagogue ascend a throne, and cause himself to be pro- 
claimed king !.... What follows ? civil war in its most 


offers, at the moderate price of our independence, to take 

us under their protection! ! Gracious heaven ! can this 

be real? No, my brethren, it is imagination only ! Bles- 
* Rollin. i 
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sed be God, our country still continues peaceful and pros- 


perous. Our government still) rests upon. that, most per- 
manent basis, the. affections .of an, enlightened, grateful 
people. And should an attempt be made to, subvert it, by. 
any power upon earth, they would probably find us united 
nearly. to a man. Ne ; 

Nor does it appear, that the enjoyment of a long series 
of peace and unexampled prosperity has in the least weak- 
ened our military energies. No; the spirit of Wasu- 
incTON still lives in his sons !...Do you ask for proof ? 
we only point you to the shattered walls of Tripoli ! to the. 
smoaking hulk of the Philadelphia! to the Lybian des- 
erts, and to the battle of Derne!...The character of an 
American soldier stands high in the estimation of the ciy- 
ilized world. It has never yet suffered the just imputation 
either of cowardice or cruelty. 

Whilst. we estimate and improve those immense re- 
sources, which the God of providence has furnished us 
(with for self-defence ; we would not forget, that our Di- 
yine Redeemer has said, ‘ Blessed are the peace-makers, 
Sor they shall be called the children of God.’ Wonour- 
able peace will ever be among the first wishes of our hearts. 

It shall be our constant prayer, that God will mercifully 
avert the calamities of war, and continue to us the blessings 
of peace for a great while to come ;...chat he will grant 
to us, that we, being delivered out of the hands of our 
enemies, We May serve him. without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness, all the days of our life ;...that we 
may ever be blessed with wise, patriotick, and faithful 
rulers ;---¢hat our counsellers may be continued to us as 
at the first, and our judges as at the beginning. Fi. 
nally : that the gospel of peace may rule in all our hearts, 
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subduing — our jnordinate desires} and’ ae every 
thought into obedience to Christ, 

© Now unto Him, that is’able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of his glo- 
ry with’ exceeding joy ; to’ the, only’ wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. AMEN.’ 


